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Characters in the novel in each setting include:
1996 Sarajevo: Hanna Heath, Hamish Sajjan, Ozren Karamen, Amitai Yomtov, Werner 
Hanna's questions
Things Hanna sought answers to in her investigations of the haggadah include: a) Why there were no clasps on the binding despite the fact that the Austrian who had rebound it in the 1890s had made holes for them. b) Why the book was illuminated if it was only for home use.
c) The identity of the African woman in the saffron robes in the family feast illumination. d) Why a Venetian censor had saved the book. e) Why a Muslim librarian had saved the book from the Nazis. f) Discuss the degree of satisfaction Hanna felt in the answers she gained.
Themes: discussion questions
Themes to be explored with class groups might include:
Art
The creation of objects and paintings is a form of expression used by people throughout history to record events and beliefs as well as their responses to them. In particular, religious communities have created stories of their history since time began. 
Survival
There are two issues of survival in this novel; one involves the survival of people in times of war or as a result of religious persecution, and the other centres on the survival of the haggadah through history.
The first real insight into issues of personal survival occurs in the section entitled, An Insect's WingSarajvo, 1940 . In this section, Lola and many of her fellow Partisankas, are forced to leave their homes to become resistance fighters. Many of them are children like Lola whose relatives have been murdered in the name of ethnic cleansing. During their travels, many of her comrades die and Lola only survives because her former Muslim neighbours accept her into their home.
There are many other excellent historical fiction stories for young adult readers that focus on issues of survival. (Please refer to the list at the end of these notes.) Reading other stories in this genre could be a means of comparative study or it might broaden students' understanding of this theme.
Love
Hanna is a victim of her apparently loveless upbringing and has difficulty in forming relationships. As one consequence, she applies herself passionately to her work, but runs the risk of failing to find personal happiness. The cause of her family dysfunction is complex. Discuss. When Hanna met Ozren, there were many difficulties preventing them from forming a relationship.
Discuss these factors and contrast them with their eventual union at the end of the novel.
In the end, what made it possible for Hanna and Ozren to consider a future together despite their earlier disagreements?
Questions from each section of the text
Teachers may choose to use a range of questions with the class as a whole or ask students to work in groups to answer some questions from each or a particular section of the novel. These questions are meant as a guide to understanding the characters and themes in the novel and need not be used in their totality. Extension questions and activities are provided in other sections of these notes and re-reading sections prior to answering the questions may be helpful.
Also, discuss the relevance of the quotes beneath each chapter title.
Hanna -Sarajevo, Spring 1996
How did Hanna feel when she was asked to work on the Sarajevo haggadah? In what way did Hanna believe the Austrian had mishandled the haggadah in the 1890s?
According to Hanna, which conditions are the best for conserving manuscripts?
Why did Hanna speak abruptly to the librarian before she realised who he was and how did she attempt to make up for her rudeness?
What did Hanna believe to be the source of the book's leather pages?
Why did Hanna photograph the book before and after her conservation efforts?
What do we learn about Hanna's family and personal life in this section?
Which two things did Hanna discover on her first day with the manuscript?
What were Hanna's thoughts in response to Ozren's questioning about her chosen vocation? Describe how the pieces of the clasps were to be used.
Hanna -Vienna, Spring, 1996
Which fact regarding the haggadah's missing clasps was Hanna able to report to Frau Zweig How and why did the rabbi deceive Dona and how did he plan to make amends for his sins?
According to Dona, how did she acquire the haggadah and from whom?
What did she want the rabbi to do with the haggadah and which reasons did she provide for Where and with whom was the haggadah at the end of this section?
Describe the events that transpired in the cave between Rosa and Ruti?
What dilemma did Ruti face?
How did the saltwater find its way onto the pages of the manuscript?
What were Ruti's plans for the near future and how did she deal with her newborn nephew?
Hanna -London, Spring, 1996
Where did Hanna finally break down and express her grief over the loss of her father?
In what way did Hanna hope to make her essay different from the usual dry reports often presented at conferences?
Which part of the puzzle surrounding the loss of the silver clasps came to Hanna via a letter from Frau Zweig?
What devastating news did Hanna receive when she was finally connected to someone in Ozren's apartment?
What sealed Hanna's decision to return to Sarajevo following her London stay?
According
A White Hair -Seville, 1480
Describe the situation which led the doctor's child to create her first drawing?
What was the source of the fine hairs used to make Hooman's brushes?
What task was imposed upon the youth before he fainted and his true gender was discovered?
Following her rape, which life losses did Zahra recount to herself?
According to Kebira at the palace, what was the problem with the emir?
Describe the emira's demeanour when Zahra first painted her and what was the source of her state of mind?
How did Zahra unwittingly become the emira's accomplice?
How did the emira's second proposed sitting for a portrait end, and why did it end this way?
What grief had befallen the emira before her enslavement to the emir? 
Afterword
Read this section with students and discuss the historical fiction genre and its capacity to reinvent history through the eyes of those who lived it. Also discuss the author's comments regarding the use of fact and its reinterpretation in the novel. Ask students to comment on their appreciation of this genre and its role in teaching history from a different, more personal, perspective.
Curriculum Topics SOSE/HSIE
In this curriculum area there are a number of topics teachers and students might explore such as: the war in Bosnia and the history of Bosnia family relationships and the effect of secrets and lies the work of a conservator of medieval manuscripts . Students might explore the job itself, the tools needed to perform the work and any other special facts.
theories that seek to explain the presence of illustrations in the Sarajevo haggadah the traditions of the Italian Carnivale medieval torture gambling addiction and the potential repercussions or those affected by it the practice of book burning and its significance
Literacy & language
Write a diary entry that reflects on Hanna's experience of conserving the haggadah; try and capture her sense of wonder and the passion she has for her work.
Discuss the structure of the novel and its level of success in juxtaposing Hanna's explorations into the history of the haggadah against the events that actually shaped its history.
The novel is written in the first person. How does this provide an insight into the life of the characters?
Creative Arts
Research and describe the difference between book restoration and conservation? (Ref. pp.
17-18)
Choose and dramatise a scene from the novel.
Create an improvisation expressing the emotions conveyed in a dramatic scene such as the exchange between Hanna and her mother when Hanna finally learns about her past.
Create a poster calling for a stop to the war in Bosnia or the persecution of Jews or other religious or ethnic minorities.
Design a leaflet to advertise the problems outlined in the novel.
Write your own blurb and design a new cover for the book Create an illustration, either colour or black and white, to depict a character, scene or a particular location from the novel.
Health & Personal development
Research the health, diseases and medical treatments of one of the time periods in the novel.
Fiction resources

Once by Morris Gleitzman Plots and Players by Pamela Melnikoff
Daughter of Venice by Donna Jo Napoli
